the end of a long Inca civil war. He eventually married the sister of an Inca emperor. Mixed marriages had been legalised in 1510 and were prevalent. Two centuries after the discovery of the New World, with its strife and epidemics, more than 80% of its population was indigenous or mestizo. 3 The discovery of quinine for the treatment of malaria can serve to illustrate the fruitful cultural exchange. 4 At a time when the Spanish phy sician Michael Servetus was burned at the stake in Geneva, Switzerland (circa 1553), and many other great humanists were prosecuted all over Europe, the Spanish Crown established many hospitals in the New World, 5 serving the whole population. Some of these historical sites are still in use today. By the mid16th century, medical schools had been instituted in several cities, one of the first at the University of San Marcos in Lima, Peru.
We encourage medical historians to make use of the numerous records from the 16th to 19th centuries preserved in large public archives in Spain and the Americas to dispel stereotypes. More important is the point-central to my book, and one that Honigsbaum, a science historian, reinforces-that historians are unqualified to judge many claims about the Spanish flu. Historians were not the ones who reported that the pandemic reduced the global human population by up to 5%, for example, or that it contributed to the global baby boom of the 1920s; it was demographers and others with expertise in statistics. Historians have little to say about the effect of influenza on a fetus' development and its chances of survival; for that we need experts in human development.
Historians have done invaluable work in documenting the worst catastrophe of the 20th century, but they have not done it alone and, going forward, their collaboration with scientists and social scientists will continue to be essential. The historiography of the Spanish influenza might be burgeoning, as Honigsbaum describes it, 1 but it is still puny compared with that of World War 1.
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